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Annual Utility 
Savings at 
R-50
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$336

$188

$185

$124

Does your insulation measure up?
As energy prices and building codes change over time, so does the depth of  insulation typically 
installed in attics. Use these estimates to find out how much you could save on heating and 
cooling in a year by improving your attic insulation to 18” (R-50).

When was your house 
built?

How do 
you 
heat 
your 

house?

Heating system type

GAS

Older

Newer

Older

Newer

Before 1970
Average attic insulation 6”

(R-19)

1970-1989
Average attic insulation 9” 

(R-26)

1990-2010
Average attic insulation 11”

 (R-30)

Annual Utility 
Savings at 
R-50

2 - 3

3 - 5

Payoff
(years)

$235

$127

$127

$86

Annual Utility 
Savings at 
R-50

3 - 5

5 - 7

Payoff
(years)

$169

$90

$90

$64

Annual Utility 
Savings at 
R-50

5 - 9

10 - 12

Payoff
(years)

ELECTRIC

Heating system type

Calculations based on 1650 ft   living space

Investments in attic insulation in most older (and some 
newer) houses will pay for themselves in 2-5 years. 
More insulation saves energy and improves comfort by 
reducing temperature swings.
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Cost

CW&L Rebate

Out of  pocket

How 
much 
will it 
cost?

$1,100

($500)

$600

$1,031

($396)

$635

$940

($165)

$775


